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Dear Friends and Colleagues: 
 
As you may be know, there are a variety of awareness campaigns held throughout the year.  Some are just a 
day, some are a week long, and some last the whole month.  Ranging from silly to serious, here are just a few 
examples of topics for national recognition: 
 

September is: 
 
Ý National Chicken Month 
Ý National Honey Month 
Ý National Service Dog Month 
Ý Yoga Awareness Month (Good Shepherd offers a variety of  yoga classes. Call 1-888-44-REHAB) 
Ý Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness Month (See p. 4 for local event to be held Sept. 6th in Bethlehem) 
Ý Healthy Aging Month (See Aging with ID Conference at DeSales on p. 6) 
Ý Suicide Prevention Month (View film  ñSuicide: A Ripple Effectò at Harvest Full of Hope on Oct. 22nd.) 
 

         October is: 
 
Ý National Pizza Month 
Ý National Bullying Prevention Month (See p. 7 & 8 for related info.)  
Ý National Down Syndrome Awareness Month (See Eastern PA Down Syndrome Buddy Walk on p.11 ) 
 
 

As we move into autumn, may you enjoy colorful leaves and cooler temperatures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

         Ramona  Neidig  
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GRUPO DE APOYO PARA  EL  AUTISMO 

PADRES QUE TIENEN NI¤OS CON AUTISMO: 
 

Sabado     14 de Septiembre, 2019    10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
 

Los invitamos a un espacio seguro para hablar y conocer a padres como ustedes sin temor 
a ser juzgados.  Cuido de ni¶os:  Solo por reservaci·n por lo menos 48 horas antes de la 
fecha del grupo. Tendremos un orador invitado para nuestra reuni·n de septiembre: 
Lisbeth Little, de HUNE (Hispanos Unidos para Ni¶os Excepcionales) discutir§ 
Mirando Hacia el Futuro y  La Importancia de Tener Altas Expectativas para Sus Ni¶os. 

  
Good Shepherd Plaza (Segundo Nivel) 
850 South Fifth Street, Allentown PA 

Para Reservar Su Plazo Llame  K  C 484-358-9808 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Easton Area Support Group                                          
Faith Lutheran Church                                                                                                                       
2012 Sullivan Trail, Easton PA 
September 21, 2019 2:00-4:00 PM 
 

Do you have a child with an intellectual disability or autism?  Would you like to meet other families who 
share your world?  It is important to know that you are not alone!  We need each other. Although our  
support group meets in Easton, we welcome participants from across the Lehigh Valley. Our group meets 
once a month on a Saturday.  Our meetings alternate between parental support and free presentations that 
focus on community resources and special education concerns.  See page 4 for details of our September 
presentation on Functional Behavior  Assessments! 
 

For more info or to RSVP, please contact Leslie McKelvey at:  
610-554-1988  or Leslie.mckelvey@yahoo.com. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
Last, but Not Least, Hereôs a Support Group for GRANDPARENTS! 
Second Time Around:  Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 

 
Pinebrook Family Answers is offering a free and ongoing psychoeducational group for  
grandparents who are caregivers to their grandchildren.  The group meets weekly on  
Thursday at 10 AM. Sessions run for 90 minutes.  Free socialization  groups are available  
for  children while the grandparents meet.  This program is run by Masters Level 
Behavioral Health Interns at no cost to you.  Sessions are held at the agencyôs Allentown  
location on 402 N. Fulton Street. 
 
 

For more info, please call 610-432-3919, Ext. 4040. 
  
 

Editorôs Note:  National Grandparentsô Day always falls on the first Sunday after Labor Day, which 
means in 2019 it lands on Sunday, September 8th.  If you are a grandparent & get this newsletter in time: 
 

Happy Grandparentsô Day! 
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Are you the parent/family member of a child who receives special education  
services? Are you a professional who works with students who receive these  
services? If so, the Right to Education Local Task Force needs your input! 
 
Explanation:  In Pennsylvania there are 29 intermediate units.  Intermediate 
units serve as liaison agencies between school districts & the PA Department of 
Education. Each intermediate unit has a Local Task Force. These task forces 
were created in 1972 as part of a legal decision known as the PARC Consent.  
Educators, supports coordinators, family members, & other stakeholders who are 
interested in the quality and delivery of special education services are welcome.  
 
Description: The Local Task Force (referred to simply as the LTF) holds  its 
meetings regularly during the school year. Following a general business meeting, 
there are often guest presenters. There is also an annual spring conference.  

Northampton County Meetings:  Meetings are held at Colonial Intermediate Unit 
20, located at 6 Danforth Drive in Easton.  Meetings begin at 10 AM & run until 
approx. 11:30 AM.  Days are Monday, unless there is a snow day. An RSVP is 
appreciated but not required. The co-chairs are: 
 
Leslie McKelvey  leslie.mckelvey@yahoo.com 
Migdalia Neely  migdalia.neely@gmail.com                            
 
Meeting Dates for 2019:  

               
Sept. 16  Oct. 7 Nov. 18  Dec. 18 
 
 
Guest speakers have been confirmed for the September 
& October Meetings: 
 
On Sept. 16, ASERT will discuss the services of their  
state-wide autism resource center. 
 
On Oct, 7, McAndrews Law Office will offer a presentation on engaging families. 
For more info, or to RSVP, please contact one of the LTF co-chairs. 

 

 

mailto:migdalia.neely@gmail.com
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September 6, 2019   Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
7:30 AM-12:30 PM   Center for Humanistic Change 

   555 Union Blvd. Suite 7, Bethlehem PA 
 
Editorôs Note:  This is a CEU credit event.  It is made possible by the  PA Department of 
Drugs & Alcohol, Lehigh County Drug & Alcohol, Northampton County Drug &  
Alcohol, and Center for Humanistic Change.  As we went to press, details were not 
known about the specific focus of the presentation.  The event will be held in the CHC 
auditorium.  Please park & enter at the rear of the  building.  For further details, you may  

            contact Center for Humanistic Change:  www.thechc.org or 610-443-0491. 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _  
 

September 18, 2019   PA Link:  Guardianship 
9:30-11:00 AM    2801 Emrick Boulevard, Bethlehem PA 

 
Pennsylvania Link to Aging and Disability Resources, commonly referred to as PA Link, 
is a cross-age network of partner agencies that collaborate to serve people who require 
long-term care.  PA Link meetings often include guest presenters.  The September topic 
is Guardianship.  The Supreme Court of PA entered an order that rescinds and replaces 
all guardianship rules as well as 4 previously used guardianship forms.  The new  
guardianship rules for PA became effective June 2019.  The changes included a more 
comprehensive reporting form as well as a requirement that potential guardians have  

            police background checks. For more info, or to RSVP, contact Kim Melusky at  
            kimberymelusky@lehighcounty.org. 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
September 18, 2019   Red Flags to the IEP 
6:00-8:00 PM    The Arc of Lehigh & Northampton Counties 

     2289 Avenue A, Bethlehem PA 
 
Our guest presenter, Attorney Angela Murphy, will review the  IEP, focusing on what to 
look for as well as what to look out for!  Feel free to bring your childôs most recent IEP 
with you.   This workshop is very thorough. The topic is a perennial favorite, especially at 
the start of the school year.  Early registration highly recommended.  If possible, please 
register online at www.arcoflehighnorthampton.org/events, or you may call Ramona  

                      Neidig at 610-849-8076, Ext. 325. 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

September 21, 2019   Functional Behavioral Assessments 
2:00-4:00 PM    Easton-area Parent Support Group 

     2012 Sullivan Trail, Easton PA 
 
An FBA (Functional Behavioral Assessment) is a process for collecting information 
about problematic behavior so that positive interventions can be developed.  A special 
education attorney from McAndrews Law Office will discuss the methods used to  
determine the causes of behavior, steps in a functional assessment, behavior as a form of 
communication, positive behavior approaches and much more.  To RSVP, please contact 

            Leslie McKelvey at 610-554-1988 or Leslie.mckelvey@yahoo.com. 
 

September Events 
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SAVE THE DATE... 

Editorôs Note:   

This event is open to the general public.  You do not have to be served by IU 21 in order to attend.  Families 
affiliated with IU 20 are also welcome.  Last year there were over 30 vendors, and family attendance was 
excellent.  If  you are interested in a vendor table for  your organization, donôt delay.  Space is limited.  Please 
email localtaskforce21@gmail.com for more info.  

 Even though it is a bit early for Halloween, kids (and vendors, too) can feel free to come in costume!  

 




